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\ LTHOUGH it appears very in 

to pronounce anathemas on men for a bare 
ia in. opinions, ſince the judgment and 
underſtanding are not to be forced ; and i It is im- 
poſſible to believe that a truth which the under» 
ſtanding ſees to be an error: yet, it being every 
Chriſtian's duty to ſearch the ſeriptures, and his, 


privilege to underſtand them, want of inquiry, 


Want of humility; impartiality, ad prayer, muſt 
be criminal; as we are commanded to © be ready 
to give a reaſon of the hope that is in us, with 
te meekneſs and fade, ;* or with ſelf-di fidence, 
anda mind. _ to conviction. 
Ai (6 Wü il merely perulatide, and what i is 
eſſential, may be as hard to determine as any 
other controverſy ; but while the whole book of 
God is open to our view, and given as our 
charter, he muſt be a ſlothful ſervant who deter. 
Gipes to conſult only a part of i it. 1 
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| While creeds and teſts for uniſormity, eſta- 


. | bliſhed by ſhort- ſighted, narrow-minded men, 
have a natural tendency to deform the Church, 
by diſtorting her features, and rending aſunder 


her limbs; love, which is the teſt of uniformity 


; Chriſt appointed, has a quite contrary tendency. | 


By placipg every part in due proportion, and ce- 


. 


menting the whole by an indiſſoluble union, | 


the Church, although widely differing in ſpecu- 
lative points, might form one compleat whole, 


in perfect ſymmetry and beauty, like a bride ; : 


adorned. for her huſband. Thus charity is the 
more excellent way; and as it -unites all the 


 Kints, boch in heaven and on earth, is the bond 


of perfection: : and in this reſpect we may be 
7 all of one mind, while we continue to vary in 
opinions. 


The 8 4 ee 8 0 
eternal  reprobation are among the diſputed, 
whether eſſential or non-eſſential : 4 have in this 
paper endeavoured to prove them non: entities, 
by unravelling the knots on which they hung. 
And thus ſeeing ſcripture conſiſtent with itſelf, 1 
can comprehend the meaning of thoſe words, 
8 | et The 


CRT 
ar 
e 


. * : 90 1 
2 - * 4 - G 4 
* * 0 
* wa 5 — ; W « 
1 N * ” 1 
| |; | | ©. 
fi * . Mw 111 ” . # 


«The Father, without reſpect ef perſons; judgäén 
« every man according as his works have been: 
ce and that he will judge the world in righteouſ- 
e neſs by that man whom he hath appointed.“ 
Whereas, if all men were prejudged by the Fa- 
ther, and the eternal ſtate of each determined 
previous to their exiſtence, it would be hard to 


| underſtand how all judgment is ea to 
the SON, 

I dedicate this to the next or future generation, 
as in leſs than thirty years (when it is ſuppoſed 
| that generation takes place of the preſent) the 
author will have been long enough dead to be 
- wholly forgotten. Therefore the littleneſs and 
obſcurity in which he paſſed through the world 

will give no offence to the reader. And ſhould 

| religious knowledge grow to a ſtate of perfection, 

5 by the bleſſing of God on a profuſion of learn» 
ing, and diligent and impartial ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures, yet ſtill I offer my mite, as all the 
world cannot be ſcholars, and as a taper may 
58 the means of lighting up a torch, 
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of theſe meditations I have omitted 
various ſcriptures, which might have been direct 
proofs of my ſubject, as theſe are ſo many and 
1 plain, h t runs may read: and my chief 
paſſages whoſe. 


18 to examine thoſe 
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world by Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be abſolutely 
| free on God's part, becauſe it is the purpoſe 
which he purpoſed in himſelf, before the world 
was; conſequently before man had done good or 
evil; and before he felt his need of a Saviour, 
God prevented him with this blefling. It muſt 
likewiſe be free in the moſt literal and full ſenſe 
of the word „as it offers a reward to creatures; 

for no creature (at leaſt while acting in his o-] n 


ne, and the there in which Providence. has 


8 „%%% — placed 


; Y. firſt eee is, The 1 of the 


* 
— 


Y 0 


£03. 


n placed kin) can merit a reward as the ſervant of 


this Almighty Proprietor and Lord, when he has 


done all that is commanded, has . done chat 05 


which is his duty to do. 
Eternal life (which 1 is the ſo 83 held 
up in the goſpel) is what man had no natural 
right to; nor do the ſcriptures any where repre- 
ſent it as a part of the firſt covenant, That was 


ſtrictly a covenant of works; and the man that 


did them ſhould have lived in them. God having 
given Adam life, with all its bleſſings, ſuch as 


peace, plenty, health, and friendſhip, promiſes 
its continuance upon condition of obedience; 


but in caſe of diſobedience, he threatened death. 
Thus death is repreſented as the wages, or ſtipu- 


lated penalty of fin. * Duſt thou art, and unto 
ce duſt ſhalt thou return,“ was immediately the 


ſentence pronounced on the ſinner; which, by . 
the way; could not include the ſoul; for how- 


ever eaſy it might be for the Father of our ſpirits 
to annihilate or diſſolve theſe ſouls, yet duſt they 
never were, nor unto duſt can they ever turn. 


However, in conſequence of this ſentence, all 
mankind were ſhut' out from the tree f life ; 


were born under the penalty of this firſt tranſ- 
greſſion. All die in Adam, whether they live 


long enough to ſin after the en of his 
>; tranſgreſſion or not. 


But the great Parent of matktind did not A 


his is offpring in this forlorn condition. Though the 
75 mortal 


EY 


ai 3 bad gone forth * a divine decree . 
from the head through all the members, yet the 
Father of mercies opened a door of hope, even 
in the dark vale of death. He appointed Chriſt 

| Jeſus, as the ſecond Man, a ſpiritual Covenant- 
Head, as Adam was a natural, as the reſtorer of 


the breach; and thus in Chriſt are all made alive. 


Chriſt is the reſurrection, and the life, who by 
his mighty power will raiſe the bodies of mankind 
from the power of the grave, whether they have 
done good or evil. Thus the remedy is full as 
broad as the wound. The ways of God are equal: 
he will appear juſt whenever he is judged, and _ 
| the world ſtand in awe of his righteouſneſs, . 
But grace triumphs more abundantly; for 


e Adam's ſin involved his poſterity oniy in | 


temporal death, his ſin reigned, or gave dominion 
to the tyrant death but grace extends its do- 
minion infinitely further; it reigns unto eternal 


life through Jeſus Chriſt. Though man had no 


natural claim to eternal life, yet the gracious 
Author of his being not only made him capable 


of ſuch a ſtate, but even prepared a kingdom ſor 


bim before the foundatiog of the world. This is 
a reward not of debt but of grace 1 this is the 
covenant eſtabliſhed in Chriſt Jeſus, who is the 
ſurety of this better covenant; not eſtabliſhed on 
natural right which Adam had to his life as long 
as he continued obedient; but on new and better 


. N he promiſe which S has * 
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» eternal life; and this life is in his ; Soak i This 
is ſtyled the gift of God; in direct oppoſition to 
the wages or ſtipulated penalty due to ſin: not a 
, reſtoration to any thing before forfeited, but 4 
_ * free gift; emphatically the gift by grace. We 
are predeſtinated to the adoption of ſons by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and if ſons; then heirs.” Now the very 
notion of adoption ſuppoſeth heirſhip to be 4 
matter of free grace, or the effect of the free 
© benevolence of the Father; who gave us Chriſt 
| Jeſus, that moſt comprehenſive and beſt of gifts; 
and the love of Chriſt himſelf, who freely offered 
to undertake our cauſe, . N 1 moms wy 
life for our redemption. T1 

The goſpel itſelf is likewiſe called en grace or 
God]; not only as it offers this free ſalvation; but 
as it is the free gift of God, given as a proper 
mean to fit and prepare mankind for it. God 
has predeſtinated us unto good works, when he 
choſe us in Chriſt Jeſus, and e ere men ad 
we ſhould walk in them. 21 9 15 

And as we are "ny in a Nate off ty 
educating for future glory; there is a divine pro- 
priety that thoſe who are training for a kingdom 
ſhould be accuſtomed to princely habits : and the 
ſcriptures uniformly connect obedience; faith, 
and ſalvation, as the means to the end; in the 
ſame manner as they connect the grace of God, 
the death of Chriſt, and nue as * eee 
en, e 


5 3 


1 


1 goſpel is nel an ineſtimable dleſing, 1 
ee ee path, and is an unerring elue 
to glory and virtue: and the offers of the goſpel 
are the moſt free in general to all within its ſound, 
in particular to the poor, the weary, and heavy- 
laden, the hungry and thirſty; to ſinners,” not 
excepting the very chief; and whoſoever will, 
may take the water of life ne ee . 
and without price. 75 
If any will aſſert + even. vat: the 
ner and grace of the goſpel, can make no 

effort toward ſalvation, nor ſee their need, or 
figh forth a deſire after it; this is abſolutely af- 
fronting our Maker and Lawgiver. If he: ated | 
laws with their proper ſanctions of rewards and 
puniſhments ; if he addreſſes to our conſciences, | 
to our reaſon, to our fears and hopes „does he 
not know that we have thoſe powers and affecki- 
ons, and that we might and ought to uſe them? 
Does not our Creator know that he has given us 
more underſtanding than the beaſts, and made 
us wiſer than the fowls of heaven ? and for thar 

very reaſon governs us by ye; very Aiden "— f 
their inſtinct. : 

To ſay that o our be a 1 
powers deſtroyed in Adam, is, I apprehend, ſay-- 
ing more than can be proved, beſides ſaying nos. 
thing to the purpoſe; for the goſpel, is ſent to 
us, not to Adam in paradiſe. - It is he muſt be 
Jjudged by > and condemn in caſe of 

. . negle&t 


, 
— 


not ſown. Be this thought far fror | 

4. teaches man knowledge ſhall not he know?? | 
erſons within the ſound! of the 

goſpel need the divine afſiſtante and blefling to 

render it effectual, is only faying, the Almighty 
Jehovah is uniform in all his works and ways. 
Who knows not, when a man by 4 voluntary 


1 
— 


15 ee and co 
complaint of the ſlothful wicked ſervant muſt be 


* of them. Stil a. dale 


adopted, Our Lord expects to reap where he hes 
n us: „ he that 


To fay, that 


act of his will riſeth from his ſeat, walks abroad, 


and returns by the fame election or choice, that 


he has performed all this by the help and bleſſing | 
of "God? For we can no more move a limb 


without him, than we can think a good thought 


without the divine concurrence and bleſſing; z 


all our ſufficiency | is of God: and yet ik we 


would "chooſe religion, and will our own falva- 
tion, which God has urged us to by every awful, 
every endearing and tender motive, and in the 
| Proſecution of which we have ſo many promiſes. 
of affiſtance and bleſſing, which ought to ſhame 
us out of ſloth, we ſhould find God more ready 
to aſſiſt and help us than we were to aſk er af- 
| fiſtance. To Miniſters who get into a pulpit 


merely to weep over Adam's ſin, I would com- 


mend the reproof of God to Moſes, Why lieſt 
© thou thus upon thy face? Bid the people that 


e they go forward.” Such as affert mankind to 


be abſolutely dead, and unable for any effort or 
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4850 * God, I would ks to bur Low 3 

miracles, which were as truly ſupernatural, and 
as much acting upon the. ſubject as any thing 

1 be thought; and yet even in theſe inſtances 

WE! -Find fome effort in the perſonsz: ſuch as 
ſenſe of their malady, a faith in the power, or 
hope in the willingneſs of Chriſt; ſome applica- 
tion either directly or indirectiy, and ſome con 
current effort of their own: | even the man's 
withered l this dead limb. be muſt ſtretch 
forth. . bs of 142 LIT 
At appears a ai 15 e giſt of: erertil | 
life, the gift of Chriſt Jeſus, as the procuritig 
cauſe of it, and of the goſpel as the means f 
our attaining it, are on God's part abſolutely free, 

conſidering us as creatures. ''Cohſidering us as 
ſinners, it hardly deſerves a reflection. For beings | 


| whole beſt ſervices need the conſtant interceſſion = 


of our high prieſt ; | whoſe conſtant infirmities 
need daily forgiveneſs ; who are liable to, and 
often do fall into ſin for ſuch beings, conſtantly 
obnoxious to the divine Juſtice, to think of 
meriting eternal glory by their good works, ap- 


= ſo repugnant to common honeſty, as well 
as to common ſenſe, that I can hardly think any 


Wan 1 _ Fog would avow SA ION: 
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4 neceſſity for God to ordain, ptedeſtinate, or 


decree a certain number of individuals to partake 
of this ſalvation, leſt his ſon ſhould die in in, | 
or Himſelf be diſappointed, Was it not enough 


that God had abſolutely decreed to ſinful man a 


| remedy ſuited to his malady ; that he communi- 
cated. this deſigu very early to the world; and 
although he conſtantiy kept up che expectation 


of a. Deliyerer, yet left mankind to weary ti 


| ſelves in their own ways, and find all their own 


ſchemes: for: ſalvation. prove abortive; and then, 
in the fulneſs of time, in ckis propereſt time, 
that God bear rd his Jan,. and Wy; vw his 


43 1 our Leer in W 9h manal: ad. . 
"This was glad tidings of great joy to all na- 


tions; this, was welcome as rain to the parched 


earth, as fight to the blind, or liſe to the dying. 
Accordingly, our Lord expreſſes men's aptitude 


and readineſs to receive the goſpel, When he: told 
the apoſtles, © the fields were white already ſor 


„ harveſt,” And ſo the hiſtory of the apoſtles 


proved it; for, the ſelf-ſufficient Jews, and ſelf- 
righteous phariſees excepted, the multitudes every 


where heard the word with Joy, with gladneſs, 


; witk 
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7 with: — of minds ; they: { edel, aha. 2 
needed; a phyſician. N 7 : 
Does not mankind l deſire W | 
0 and in enen wilt for, and are ęaſily perſuaded 
to ope- of immortality r Could it 
be * pany: pr for an abſolute/deeree' to force 
mankind. to receive the goſpel, < which brought 
Fc, life and immortality'to light,” which pointed 
them) to che feliciry of their nature, and taught 
: rhere true happineſs is to be found? Eſ- 
5 pecially. when we confider the demonſtration and 
power with which the goſpel was uthered in, and 
the witneſs the Spirit till bears to the truth, and 
the divine am PREG IEEE bumble N 
challaving ſoul. 
+: Under. ſo n cm; Aub ah . 
4 deerching God knew were pertinent and fit for 
be beings. to whom he addreſſed, was it in the 
| leaſt probable that Chriſt ſhould die ib vain; or 
that no one would ſeel himſelf in een 1 
: ue and glorious à Deliverer? "oY 
II there could be no een thr ch u diate; 5 
much leſs will the wiſdom of the Almighty ap- 
in ſuch a limitation. If Chrift has life in 
Lima ſufficient to give to all who believe; if 
_ +his death was of ſufficient. value to cleanſe the 
ſins of the whole world; if he has reccived: the 
Spirit without meaſure, whereby he can ſanctify, 
ſtrengthen, and enrich all one is ready to ſay, 
n 1 This waſte, if by the, Wert decree 
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partake of its bleſſings? T he eg 


Who is rich in merey unto all that call hed — 


in whom we are not ſtraitned; who is good to 


all and waits to be gracidus; this bounty and 
dene volence ſtands againſt ſo narrow à ſyſteni. 
If mankind was under the ſentence of eternal 


| 'riſery before any! of then were" born; if dle 


ſoul of every man was utterly loſt by Adam's fin, 
and: God by a ſovereign arbitrary act decreed to 
fave a few only,' and leave the reſt to total blind. 
neſs, and eternal miſery, muſt not this appear 
partial, at leaſt to thoſe who are ſhut out by this 
fatal determination; eſpecially if they live under 
the goſpel, which is a call to all, which is ſuited 
to the converſion and ſalvation of all, and which 
leaves them without excuſe, who are not per- 
ſuaded to accept the ſal vation there freely offered? 
This is like opening the priſon doors, and in- 
un all to come forth, while the far greate 
part are held back by an invincible and ſecret 
decree. Would not this be adding inſult and 
mockery to partiality and cruelty ? ten 
This doctrine alſo arraigns the juſtice | of God, 
for however the abettors of it lay their founda- 
tion ſolid in our ſouls being loſt in Adam, God 
- himſelf ſeems of a different opinion. This was 
the proverb the Jews took up, that © the fathers 
had eaten ſour grapes, and the children's teeth 
f *. Were ſet on edge. * a aſks how 
tha | | ttzis 


4 1 
his proverb came into uſe, ſeeing. it had no 
foundation/in truth: and becauſe © he could Mar 
« by no greater, he ſware by himſelfj” ſaying, 
« As I live, faith * Lord, this proverb nat 
« no more be uſed.“ He then condeſcends to 
enter into a detail of his moral government, as 
it were to clear it from ſuch baſe aſperſionsz 
and declares, that the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die 
for his own ſin; that however we may be con- 
necled in families or nations in this world, yer 

ſouls are unconnected and independent one of 

another. * All fouls are mine,” ſaith the Al. 
mighty Parent, whoſe offspring we are: © all | 
ſouls are mine, as the ſoul of the parent, ſo 
" ſoul of the ſon is mine.“ He then opens 
the ſtores of mercy and grac in the fulleſt and 
freeſt manner, declaring that no one ſoul ſhall 
die but the finally impenitent. and unreformed. 
C Whoſoever, and at what time ſoever a ſinner 
« repenteth, and turneth from his ſins, he ſhall 
« affuredly live, he ſhall not die.” And upon 
this Plan of government the Judge of all the 
earth ventures to eſtabliſh his own juſtice. © 0 
„ houſe of Iſrael,” are not my ways equal? t 
| juſt? T his very ſtrongly indicates, that had n | 

ways of God been according to their lying 
proverb, they would have been unjuſt or unequal. 
I have before hinted that eternal life was not 
included in the firſt covenant. It was too pre- 
- cious a jewel to be intruſted in ſo brittle a'yeſſel+ 


t 16 1 
dhis is K or ah laid up in Chriſt Aube . 
is n our life, The death, or final deſtructioan 
of the ſoul, is called the ſecond death, in dif- 
tinction from the death of the body, which is the. 
firſt death. Beſide the ſore- cited paſſage in 
Ezekiel, other ſcriptures ſpeak of God as os. 
Father of our ſpirits. And our Lord ſuppo 
a man may loſe his own ſoul, . which could not me 
if chat ſoul Was abſolutely loſt by another before 
he had a being. I conclude, therefore, that our 
ſouls were not ſo loſt in Adam: therefore I on- 
ceive there could be no juſtice in ſentencing them 
1 over to eternal damnation before we were horn; 
eee.iſpecially if we conſider the reprobate as Mixing 
j under the goſpel, which vill conſign them over 
it to much ſorer puniſhment for what was abſo- 
\ lutely out of their power to chuſe. Horrid 
| doctrine! © This be far from thee, O Lord God. 
| „ Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right i 
i} The decrees of God are either ſecret or revealed. 
If ſecret, we have no concern with them. Secret 
i things belong unto God, not unto us. The re- 
WW vealed decrees are firſt and principally his own 
glory, and connected with that the glory of his 
Son; and, as what ariſeth out of that, the ſal- 
vation of all his believing obedient ſollowers. 
But another operation. of the Divine Mind is- 
frequently mentioned in Scripture, namely, 
chooſing, electing, and willing; now. theſe are 
: Wa * belbrak * volitions ot 
free 
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- fice® WY af the mind; and Iſtien appticd « 0 5 


the infinitely perfect a Jehovah, muſt always refer 


to good; for God cannot be rempted to evil. 
He being goodneſs 1 in the abſtract, cannot deſire 
or will evil in any one inſtance : accordingly 1 
he is repreſented as not willing the deſtruction of 
finners; as taking no pleaſure i in their death, &c> 
Now this will, choice, or election of God, al- 
though perfectly good, may be, and often is Y 
fruſtrated: elſe why are we inſtructed t; to pray that | 
| the will of God might be done on earth as it is 


in heaven? Why i is the Almighty repreſented 2s 


ardently wiſhing the bel good to a peop ple 
who ſtil! ſpurned his offer; Oh that they were / 
& wile, char they underſtood, iht they would | 
ee conſider;“ yet they were a people of no un-. 
derſtanding. Was not the will of God fruſtrated "Ie 
in this inſtance? And alth gh the omniſcient 
ed in the ſenſe in 


Jehovah cannot be diſappoit 
which ſhort-lighted mortals are, yet the reſent- 


ments at this fruftration of his will are expreſſed 


after the manner of men's diſappointments. Thus 
it repented God that he had made man, and it 
grieved him to the heart, when he ſaw all fleſn 
corrupt their way: and he was grieved with the 
children of Iſrael forty years, becauſe they erred 
in heir hearts. And the Divine Being inquired 
with an holy aſtoniſhment, as well as indigna- 
tion, how it came to paſe, ſeeing he had planted 
them wholly a right ſeed, they were become a 
. 0: — 


2 17 : 


"" The Apoſtle . exhorts. the Chriſtians : a0 
A the grace of/ God ; and St. Peter ex- 
Forts them to make their calling and election 


ſpre, that. i is, make uſe of this call of the Goſpel, 


dis election or choice of them as Gad's vineyard 


dr. church, to ſecure their final and everlaſting 
Alvation. nf the Apoſtle had meant by cleftion 
their  predeftination to eternal life, by an eternal 
apd ſovereign decree,, he might as well have ex- 
| horted them to ſecurt the ſun, in the &rmament, 
as to ſecure their, own. ſalvation, for that con- 
tinues becauſe God pre- ordained it, and reſts ap 
the divine decree z and if the Almighty governe 
his, rational and moral creatures, .by the ſame laws 
as he goyerns material globes, name mely, by, his 
abſolu te irreverſi ble decree, all the © chortat 
10 virtue, or denunciations. againſt vice, are not 
only vain, with reſpect to us, as ve. might As 
ſoon ſtop the motion of the heayenly bodies as 
| retard. our own. ſalvation, and as — grerent the 
: revolution of the ſeaſons as prevent our own 
damnation, if God had predeſtinated i it; it would 
be alſo affronting the Majeſty of heaven, to whom 
power belongs, all whoſe Prrpples. and. "_ 
Wall pay ve anc. thoſe wha, 


Therzfelves; hotwithſldtd 


Hor the election of Gel (though ie the fer r 
| thoſe who de it) onen is refifted, and Mis Will; 
which is our fanctifcation and Alrstion; 10 often 
fruſtrated: for even under the light and Sriee & 


the goſpel al are ob: EE OY RAG 2 
: pla antyl 
1 SECTION ut. | 


| wn Jens vers ths Het, or e 1 8 
=_ of Törsöfdatbedd to be tk 
08 chit and people; When nie trade promifs i 
Abraham: to them pertäinst the eoveniht; and 
the promiſes; and their pride hEretipor led HK 
to arrogant ptefumptisty and fRevrity : they ortet) 
Fondemned alf ue and judging of the 
Divine Mind by their n Bartow concepriong, 
thought God had reprob bad All the world befid 
ing - the Proplices cod. 
_ Aaritly oppoti this bigotry; reptatedly _— 
the enfargement, and ever the üniverfalfty r 
the Church, and file the Gentiles the hike 
or elect. 
In conformity to this langunge, and Fe 8 
veel thoſe” prophecies were zccompliming 
the Apoſtles frequently addrelfed their ie to 
the cles. choſtn' according to the fre tetge 
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of God; * is, as foreknowing and 4 


the Gentile Church, or gomprehending the Chrife | 


tian Church in the covenant ſealed to Abraham, 
and foretelling their call by the inner of . 
| Goſpel, through the Prophets. 3 
Now this language was proper both to pull 
down the arrogant ſpirit of Jewiſh teachers, and 
to ſupport the faith and BOP: of the anita | 
converts: | 
There is likewiſe e form of addreſs, 80 God 
* having choſen them from the beginning.” Now 
this is a phraſe often met with in the Evangeliſts, 
and refers to the beginning of our Lord's public 
miniſtry. It is very frequently met with in St. 
John's Epiſtles, and refers to the beginning or 
firſt promulgation of the Goſpel; therefore the 
word need not be interpreted as referrin g to eter- 
nity, but only their being among the firſt to 
whom the glad tidings of ſalvation came. How- 
ever theſe addreſſes were not made to individuals 
: but bodies, to Churches collected in different 
towns or provinces, among whom the tares grew 
5 With the wheat; for there were falſe Prophets 
among the brethren, S and ſame walked diſorderly, 
over whom St. Paul ſhed tears, as "Rn 1 
end would be deſtruction. 
As to chooſing or ſetting apart e it 
feldom appears to be long, before they were called 
4 to the office for which they were choſen : N 


but ; a Vrtle/ before * * building the ark; 
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8 but — be vas put up 


father q houſe.. It ſeems likely that Cyrus was 
called God's ele}, and choſe as the deliverer of 
Iſrael long before he was born: Moſes appears to 
be ſeparated | from his. mather' 's womb; as was 
Jacob, and the Apoſtle Paul i and they were all 
| choſen, elected, and called, by the good pleaſure 
and free grace of God ; but no mention of eternal 
pe 7 

Me read, likewiſe, of ele Re which muſt 
mean the obedient: angels whom God Fhuſerh to. 
employ in adminiſtring his will, and are ſtyled 
elect by way of diſtinction, from the diſobedient 
or fallen angels; as they are elſewhere called 
angels of light, to: difference. Hem from an 
of darkneſs. ,. . .. 


Thus of eledtion,. which. 5 a. 1 


trial of his faith, by leaving his country and his 1 


— , 


very different, and an importance much leſs + 5 


weighty than a decree. What God has abſo- X 


lutely decreed ſhall be accompliſned ; nothing 


can diſannul his word; but What he elects or 4 


Fchuſes concerning | his intelligent and accountable 
creatures, while.in a ſtate, of trial, may prove 
abortive. For God is of one mind, and can 
1 never be changed : he loves holineſs ;. therefore 
he hath ſaid, © Be ye holy, for 1 am holy.” He 
hates ſin, and the impenitent ſinner upon 1 ac- 
gount of it; therefore if ſingers under the Goſpel 
Las the only. Savio . „ and the only A 5 ir 
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in that Ta 
 merey on Win: The gracious and mereiful 
Jehova will reſerve fuch to the day of jodg⸗- 
ment, and perdirion'of ungodly men; * for our 
od,“ fiys an Apoſtie, * is a conſuming fire.“ 
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ry next at refers t to ar Promiers x 
they are either abſolute; or conditional. II 
1 abjolnte, he who fees the end from the beginning, 
WIN has ſecured his own glory in their accmpliſn- 
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ment, againſt every poſſible di 
x 


tonditiona], he will poſtpone or-forbitf their a6 
| compliment, whenever the / vices' of moral 
 —_— agents render the fulfilment of fuch PRs its 
"1 © compatible with his glory. * 75 
1 There are, among many inftances of the arten 
1 kind, two very ſtriking ones. Firſt; the election 
| of Aaron and his fons to exerciſe- the prief's 
dffice- before God for eyer.. Preſently after this 
promiſe, we find Nadab and Abihu ſtruck dead! 
Fhe enuſe of this was the: prefenation of their 
office, in offering ſtrange fire: and the renſon 
way Aaron vas not to mourn this\cheagful judge 
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ment, ie, * God n be: arified's this 5 
what he has ſaid, and en _ elſe mult 


give way to. 


The other inſtance, 15 Fg 3 1 caſe of 
Eli. Tho words are memorahle, as well as auf, 
I ſaid. indeed that thy houſe, and the houſd 
« thy father, ſnauld walk before me for. over; 1 
« but now. the. Lord faiths, Be it far from mas 
« for them that hongur me 1 wall; hono 
« but thoſe. that deſpiſe me ſhall be. lightly 
« eſteemed,” Here is the unchangeable Jehovab | 
ſaying and unſaying : : not becauſe he could alter 
| like fickle man; but becauſe he. is. at. a paint, 
immoveably fixed in bis. purpoſe. 'Thoſe only 
who honour, him ſhall meet with his approbation. = 

. ptomiſe to Abraham was abſalute inane | 
view of it, that. is, abſalute as to the objed 
namely, that his. ſeed ſhould be a great nation, 
poſſefs the land of Canaan, but the event proved | 
it was conditional as to the ſuhjects: ſor not anly 
many branches of . Abraham's family were totallx 


IO from 2 e W promiſes, ug 


of Ha and F to remain, neee 


time: and thoſe very people whom the God of 


Abraham went to, redeem from bondage, and 
promiſed to give them the land: of Canaan, even 
they: ſinned away, the grace, and provoked: ahr 
= 6 nts of, God: they, fell im the . | 

- nn the * land. Wes non this- a 


condi tional X 
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466 hiciohal ss! 2 „ Theſe things,” aid aa 


"Apoſtle, e were written for dur admonition, Teft 


« we fall after the ſame example of unbelief® 
If we nerd this admofiition, muſt it not be that 


we ſtand as they did ? And the profiiſe i in Chriſt 1 


Jeſus appears to be Juſt of the ſame nature, 


abſolute as to its hett, ronditfonal with reſpect to 
its ſubjefs. Chriſt ſnall have a ſeed to ſerve him 
that ſhall be acrounted for a generation: but thoſe 
| Who compoſe this ſeed; and are adopted into the 
- family of God, are fo conditionally ? for his dif- 
 ciples indeed ate thoſe who do the will of his 
Father in heaven, and he is the Autlior of eternal 

_ falvation to them that obey him. 
In ſhort, the condition is fo generally tmplied, 
and i often expreſſed throughout the Scriptures, 

| chat they muſt offer violence to the whole book 
of God who: ems af to 7 ſeparate the condition 


from the promiſe. 
And after the children of Iſrael were bros ofte 


into the land of Canaan, their enjoyment of, and 
continuance in it, were conditional. Did they not 


ſuffer all kinds of afflictions at various times for 
their diſobedience? And at laſt were given into 


I» 2 and broke up from being a nation? 
So likewiſe does God deal with his ſpiritual 


Iſrael.” Thoſe very Churches who were choſen 
from the beginning, elect according to the fore- 


knowledge of God, and choſen in Chriſt Jeſus, 
vis rae were reproved by the Apoſtles, threatned ” 


I 


by: their Lord and Head, that if they did not 
repent, he would come upon them as a thief, 
ſuddenly and irreſiſtibly, and would remove them 
out of his fight. Accordingly wrath did come 
upon them to the uttermoſt, becauſe they did not 
repent; and it is long fince they were . _ 
with the beſom of deſtruction. 46 
Now if the promiſes had been e 
ir is evident theſe churches would have continued 
until now ;. for they had all the rich and CO 
promiſes that we are in poſſeſſion of. Ty 
All the Old Teſtament Saints wanted as 
| dende with their devotions. Almoſt the 
whole book of Pſalms are a proof of this; and 
Solomon, in that juſtly admired prayer, not only 
adheres ſteadily to this, but ventures to propoſe 
a new one, namely, that whatever penitent ſinner 
[ſhould turn and pray, either in or toward that 
houſe, God would hear and forgive: that what- 
ſoever prayer or ſupplication was offered in that 
houſe, or by whomſoever preſented, that God 
would hear in heaven his dwelling- place, and 
anſwer, and do according te all the ſuppliant 
ſhould call upon him for. This condition the 
Almighty ratifies by a ſolemn promiſe. This is 
a ſtriking ſymbol of our looking to Jeſus Chriſt 
in all our prayers, and ſhould remind us of the 
Goſpel condition: © that whatſoever we aſk the 
Father in the Name of his Sou, "Ina 
* we hall receive.” 


% 


t 26 I 
The whole "AY of Solomon 8 webe + 
well as the conſtant voice of the Prophets, were 
a union of precepts and promiſes: and the whole 
Jewiſh hiſtory, while it confirms the certainty 
of the promiſe made to Abraham, is in fact the 
hiſtory of a conditional covenant. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, this yery people, about the time 
of our Saviour's birth, had ſo wrapt themſelves 
wp in a partial, abſolute, arbitrary covenant, . 
which excluded all mankind beſide themſelyes 
from the mercy of God, that rendered them full 
proof againſt every perſuaſion au remonſtrance 
that could be urged to effect their reformation · 
they were Abraham's ſeed, was an anſwer to every 
thing. Now to take them off this falſe dependance, 


Firſt John the Baptiſt, in preaching repentance, 


informs them, God was able even of thoſe ſtones, 
or of the Gentiles, whom they imagined God 
made no more account of than they did of nd 
t raiſe up children to Abraham. BY 
Very early in our Lord's public üs he 

| Re to looſen this national prejudice, by 
adverting to facts related in their own hiftory : 
wherein the Almighty, inſtead of confining all 
his favours to the children of Iſrael, had actually 
preferred ſtrangers : the widow of Sarepta being 
-miraculoyſly fed in a time of famine, while many 
widows in Iſrael were in want: and Naaman the 
Syrian miraculouſly cured of his leproſy, while 


"I many mperb in Iſrael were tefe to/lan zu 
; kunt loathſome diſeaſG. 
But this cloſe preaching, which 4 ee 


; hand ſee was levelled at their favourite doctrine + 


of unconditional election and reprobation; ſo 
ö exaſperated theſe bigots, that they immediately 
reſolved to murder the preacher, Nevertheleſs 
this faithful Reprover, and compaſionate Sa- 
viour, conſtantly combated this favourite ſyſtem; 
| fometimes by telling them, © publicahs and har- 


es lots“ (who were characters the molt odious, . 


and not ſuppoſed to be of their own. nation) 
* would go into heaven before them ;” that 
many would come from all quarters of the globe, 
| po fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
While they themſelves would be thruſt out. Oy 
| whole parables were adapted to this purpoſe, and 
part of others, in particular the Labourers in 
the Vineyard, the Vineyard let out to Huſband- 
men, the Marriage: feaſt, the Elder Brother in the 
Prodigal Son; and the latter part of Dives and 
Lazarus; where this rich glutton is repreſented 
as claiming kindred, and Abraham acknowledging , 
it; * Abraham ſaid, Son,” &c. and yet he was in 
that place of torment, notwithſtanding he had 
Abraham to his father; and his five brethren 
would likewiſe follow him there, unleſs they re- 
formed their tempers and lives according to the 
laws of God. Where then was wnconditional 
election? „ 


„ Now. 


* „Now this being os 3 0 of aka 's 
preaching, is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, St. Paul 
would ſet himſelf in the moſt pointed diſcourſe 
— to; eſtabliſh. what both his maſter, and his fore- 
runner John, had been uniformly pulling down? 
This is impoſſible: for if he had; the word of 
the Lord, inſtead of being uniform and conſiſt - 
ent, (which it certainly is) would have been yea 
and nay, 2 jumble of contradictions. | 850 
I therefore conſider the apoſtle as carrying on 
the ſame gracious deſign, conſtantly, endeavouring 
to bring his countrymen off this fatal miſtake, 
which kept them ſecure in the moſt imminent 
danger, and proud when they were falling into 
the moſt abject contempt; and was a main cauſe 


of their rejecting the charmer, eee * 
Fharmed moſt wiſely. - 


2 


- 


Judaizing 1 in nd Soils. hae moſt 
largely in his letter to the Romans; reminding 
them more than gnce of that general promiſe, 
22 Whoſoever calls on the Name of the Lord 
< ſhall be ſaved; that God is the God of the 
Gentiles as well as the Jews, —that the Jews as. 
well as the Gentiles were ſinners, however willing 
they were to exclude themſelves from the odium: 
God, having put them on a level, concluded all 
under ſin, (not in order to reprobate the greater 
Part, e that. he might: have merey upon all..; 
"as F mmer. 


25 urther, even ads 1 W af whom | 


7 boaſted, was the father of all the faichful, 5 

by virtue of the covenant of grace entered into 
with him, namely, the promiſe of the Meſſiah, 
as the ſeed of Abraham, © in whom api * nations 
tc of the earth were to be bleſſed. And this 
covenant, he reminds them, being prior to the 
giving. of the law, and even to circumciſion itſelſ, 
1 which they boaſted) could not ;poflibly. be 
| diſannulled by the covenant of works, with 


afterwards. 3 1 


1 . 3 23 


Further, che (es, were 1 not made uncon- 

ditionally to the natural ſeed, or the children of 7 
the. fleſh, much leſs were all others excluded 
from, them. The apoſtle ſtates their privileges 
at. large: te they were the ſons of God, to them 
3 pertained the adoption; to them were com- 

4 % mitted the oracles of God; the law was given 


which God had bound chem four hundred. ran 7 


eee them; and the glorious preſence of 1 chovah = 


.« reſted on their tabernacle; they had divine 
e ſervice of God's appointment, and his promiſes 

ce to ſeaſon all.” Theſe were glorious privileges, | 

and confirmed the truth of the covenant. made 
with their fathers : yet while they remained chil- 
dren. of the fleſh, walking after the fleſh, and 
reſting in the letter of the ; law, -and the promiſe, 


they miſſed the. moſt ſublime and ſubſtantial © 
bleſſing, which the ſpiritual ſeed, namely, thoſe | 
Who had the faich of Abraham, ſhould A | 


— . * 10 


\ 


und the enl arged Kaas 5 of God had tack ded. 
the Gentiles (whom they deſpiſed) within the 


* of the promiſe: for all were of this 


ſpiritual ſeed who accepted the e call; not | 


8 0 only, but alſo Gentiles. 


He goes on to confirm the above ſcitindents | 


by quoting paſſages out of their own ſcriptures. 


Firſt, God declared to Moſes his placability, 


ſaying, e will have mercy on whom I will have 


<« mercy, and compaſſion on whom I will have 
= compaſſion,” that is, on proper objects in every 
nation, notwithſtanding the covenant of peculi- 
arity entered into with their fathers. Hoſea had 


done more than foretold the divine placability as 


unreſtrained and extenſive; he had, in expreſs 


. words, foretold the calling of the Gentiles, ſay⸗ 
ing, I will call them my people who were not 


. © my people, and her beloved, who was not be- 
e joved:“ and in the place where it was aid, 
ye are not my people; there ſhall they be called 


| «© the children of the living God.” - The apoſtle 


declares the impartiality of the great ſupreme, as 
making no difference between Jew 'or Greek 5 
for as he is equally Lord over all, fo is he equally 
rich in mercy toward all that call upon him. 

It appears evident from the above quotations, 


* the apoſtle's ſubje& was national, or church eleca 
PO { 


tion, and that conditional: for God ſhewed mefcy 
in his own appointed way: neither to him that 


* Willeth, chat is, him who by his own will, or the 


"HORS 


ee to odd 3 e God, 8 as — 4 


twice in the week, &c. nor to him that runneth, 
zeal, as Ou | 


namely, with a forward and blind 
n himſelf had done. 


The caſe of Jacob and Aſo is likewiſe nation- 


7. 


al; for before the children were born, and had 


neither done good or evil, did their 


Parent determine one ſhould go to heaven, ind 10 
the other be finally and eternally miſerable? No 


ſuch matter. God ſaid two nations, and two 
manner and kind of people ſhould deſcend from 


them: accordingly Jacob had the bleſſing, or 


the Abrahamic covenant entailed on his ſeed. 


So when the Prophet expreſſes the hatred God 


had to Eſau, it could have no reſpect to the man, 


but to the nation: Efau have I hated, and laid 


c his heritage waſte :” referring to the Edomites, 
whoſe fins God puniſhed to their utter extirpa- 
tion; while he remembered his promiſe to the 


ſeed of Jacob, and till left of them a remnant, _ 


that he might plant them again in their o. 
land. But this which the apoſtle immediately 


refers to, and which was pertinent to convince 


his countrymen, that their father Jacob had not 
merited the bleſſings God entailed on them as a 
nation, this very prediction was not accompliſned 


till the reign of David: when the Edomites be- 


came David's ſervants, and brought gifts, then | 


3 14 Sad 1 


hy was the elder e the e 


i” "ws 


41 1 


th The inftance wy Pharaoh is another alk Yy 
public fact. In an age of almoſt univerſal idola- 


try and corruption, when groſs i ignorance and M 
centiouſneſs had rendered it neceſſary for che Al- 


5 mighty to make himſelf known by terrible things 


* 


o 
ſy, 
7% 


- . 2. r tof ; 2 | 1 13 n 
min a way of righteous judgment, as well as to 
exert his mighty power in the deliverance of his 


captive church; at ſuch a period as this, God 
raiſed up the hard- hearted Pharaoh to the throne 
of Egypt, not only as a ſcourge to that proud 
and profligate nation, but as a public and laſting 
monument of the power of God over the enemies 
of his church and people. God, hardened the 
heart of this wicked prince to his ſinal deſtruc- 
tion; for, blinded by his fury, he followed the 
Iſraelites into the midſt of the ſea, with the whole 
ſtrength and pride of Egypt; and there the Om- 
nipotent Jehovah glorified his power and Juſtice | 
upon him, and all his hoſt, that all the nations 
of the. earth might fear him who is © Lord of all.“ 
St. Paul not unaptly refers his countrymen to 
this piece of hiſtory, as very frequently he con- 
ſiders the Church in bondage under types and 
| ſhadows. He notes the bondage of the Church 
under the Law, from the place where it was 
given, in the country of the Iſhmaelites, who 


„were the children of the bond-woman, and by 


the command. of God caſt out from the-inherit- 


ance, with the Church. This place denoted the 


Law gendered. bondage; whereas the Law of 
7 | | liberty © 


1 


. "7 TEL. WRC. OY 
| ava n 0 
M = 


peace was to go forth from mung , 


An 8 Law itſelf, and Church with it, at the 
time of our Saviour's advent, was under Rare 
bondage to domineering prieſts; to burthenſome 
rites and ceremonies which did not belong to it: 
to the falſe gloſſes of the ſcribes, and to the dead 
formality of hypocrites. Therefore as God en- 
dured with long-ſuffering patience the Egyptian 
nation, while his people groaned under their yoke, 
ſo had he endured with much long-ſuffering and 
patience the Jewiſh nation, who held his Church 
in bondage and captivity till the ſet time to deliver 
his church was come: and then no wonder they 
mould be hardened to their own deſtruction, that 
 « God: ſhould miſerably deſtroy thoſe ——_ 
* men, and let out his vineyard'to'others.” | 


The inference drawn from the caſe of 8 HE 


_ that God © will have mercy on whom he 
« will have mercy, and whom he will ke harden." 5 
« eth, by no means proves the Allwiſe. God : 
does this arbitrarily and partially, without being 
guided by wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs ;' much 
leſs does it prove eternal reprobation, or uncon- 


ditional election of individuals; as theſe ſubjeQs - | 


made no part of the Apoſtle's argument. It only 
proves, when the mercy of God is lighted, and 
his patience abuſed to a certain degree, he will 
give up ſuch ſinners to their own hearts luſts, and 
he does this by his own will, which is always wiſe, 
5 righteous, and holy; and none can reply againſt 5 
the equity of his oral + 955 
55 F e 


I 1 * e work ab n. whom 
God had formed for himſelf; if they replied 
againſt God, for that he had brought them under 
ſtronget bonds, and made them liable to much 
ſorer puniſhment by all the gracious diſcoveries 
he gave them, as well as by all the merciful diſ- 
tinctions of his Providence in their favour; this 
was the height of ingratitude, and it was as vain 
as it was ungrateful; for God could break-up an 
incorrigible nation, as eaſily as the potter could 
ne- mould the clay: and this God was about to 
do; to diſhonour and defile his ſanctuary; to 
take away the glory and the beauty, and lay waſte 
his Church, his firſt- born, and call his people by 
2 new name; and theſe new converts were clay 
of the ſame lump, conſiſting of Gentiles as well 
as Jews; for in the ſight of God there was no 
difference. A moſt mortifying doctrine to a Jew 
to ſuppoſe the Gentiles of as much account Hy the 
Tight of God as themſelves. | 
„The wickedneſs of man perverteth rg way, 
1 and his heart fretteth againſt the Lord. They 
had under a former deęſolating judgment dexte- 
vrouſly conveyed. their faults to their parents: 
inſtead of ſaying, What have I done ? they fan- 


* 4 


n 
1 


* for the crimes of their fathers. In the preſent 
inſtance, they make a bold puſh, and lay the fault 
on God himſelf, to his ſovereign irreſiſtible power, 
aſking with an air of inſolence, Why doth he yet 

| find 


* 


cied themſelves clean, and that they were puniſhed . 
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pentance, and reformation, would have prevented 


the impending ſtorm; as that paſſage from 
Jeremiah, which the Apoſtle quoted, fully proves 


where God ſhews the Prophet, that the whole 


houſe of Iſrael were marred in his eye, as the 5 


clay in the hand of the potter: they were re- 
probate filver, which could not be refined either 
by mercies or afflictions; veſſels of wrath, Who 
had fitted themſelves for deſtruction: * Yet, * 


ſays the merciful Jehovah, At what time ſoeven 


ce I ſpeak concerning a nation to pluck up, and 
4 to pull down, if that nation turn from their 
evil ways, I will repent of the evil I thought 5 
* to do unto them.” A full proof of the threat- 

nings of God being conditional, and ſtands againſt 
eternal reprobation as fully as the other quotations 
ens againſt unconditional predeſtination. 

Thus did St. Paul endeavour to remove this 
fatal error, which had ſo long blinded his coun- 
trymen: but his heart riſeth at the weakneſs of 
che Gentile converts, in harbouring ſuch opinions 
among themſelves. What had they to do to 
reprobate others, and claim an unconditional 
covenant for themſelves, who were only new 
grafts into an old ſtock? If God had cut off the 
original branches for their corrupt fruit; what 
had they to do, but to take more heed, to look 
well to themſelves, to fear, leſt they come ſhort 
of the promiſed bleſſing? Becauſe of unbelief, 
| . the 
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3g the old 8 were broken * ed ye "WY 
4 only while your. faith continues vital and in- 
K fluential : . % Be not high-minded, but fear. 
Elſewhere the Apoſtle corrects their boaſting, as 

; they were only a young ſhoot from an old tree; 
# eſpecially againſt the Jews whom K 
ä ſent caſt off, ſeeing the Chriſtian Church ſprang 


"tan 


od had at pre- 


from them as its root: for ſalvation came out 


of Zion. Thou didſt not ber the, Wo. but 
be the root thee.” 


Thus J think it is kit St. Paul 1 the 
doctrine of unconditional election and reproba- 


tion the very ſame as our Lord himſelf had done. 


Our Lord never attributes their miſcarriage and 


rejection to any predeterm ination, or decree of 


| heaven, but to unbelief. If they had believed 
Mloſes, they would have believed him; and be- 


cavſe they did not believe in him they ſhould die 


in their ſins. And ſo the Apoſile, " Recanſp of 
by unbelief they were cut off. 


Another cauſe was eite spule 2 . oo 5 


truſted 1 in themſelves that they were righteous, 7 
and deſpiſed others: they fancied themſelves 
whole, and ſtood in no need of a phyſician. 


And fo the Apoſtle, <« They going about to 


cc eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs ;” which con- 
| fiſted in a conſtant and punctual obſervance. of 


ceremonies, paying tythes to, the greateſt exact- 


neſs, even to the leaſt and moſt trivial herbs, de- 


corating their garments with abundance of Scrip- 
5 ture 


by, 


ſtrictly ſpeaking, their own righteouſneſs ; for they 


they did it to be ſeen of, and have praiſe from 5 
men. They received honour one of another, and - 


did not ſeek the honour which cometh from God 
only. Had they cultivated juſtice, mercy, and 


the love of God, this would have been doing the 
will of our Lord's Father in heaven, and they 


ſhould have known of the doctrine which dur 
Lord taught, whether it were of God. The 
love of the Father would have effectually drawn 
them to the love of the Son: inſtead of which 
they hated both Chriſt and his den ch and boaſt- 


ing in the pomp of ceremonies, with the rigour 
and glare of a will-worſhip, they truſted in them- 
ſelves that they were righteous, and deſpiſed 
others. Could men of this temper ſubmit to the 
righteouſneſs of faith, or the Goſpel of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, the glory of which lies within; which 
offers no titles or dignities; nor is adorned. wick 
any pompous rites and ceremonies? Impoflible, 


Therefore the Apoſtle, after the example of his 


| Maſter, laid the cauſe of their rejecting the 
Goſpel, and God's rejecting them, not to any ſove- 


reign decree of God, but to themſelves. They 


going about to eſtabliſh a will- worſhip, or righ- _ 


teouſneſs of their own, have not ſubmitted them- 


"_—_ to the righteouſneſs of God. This was 


what 


Peper even 1 chat hows 1 thee. in dhe 1 
ſtreet, or the public market- place. All this Ws, 
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_ St. Paul Fensdaten hk! he knew wee x, 


cellency of Jeſus Chriſt; his own righteou neſs, 
which he had while under the law, namely, this 


phariſaic righteouſneſs: : for he Was a gt omen 


and the ſon If a Phariſee. - 


"That: of the? cauf& i abt IR 69 the 


” attributes of the Supreme, his' ſovereignty 1 is not 
mentioned through the whole; but the depth of 


the riches of his wiſdom and goodneſs, in "making 


the falling-away of the Jews ſubſervient to the 
calling of the Gentiles. Thus the grace of the 


Goſpel appears extenſive and unconfined. While 
the Almighty exerciſed the rigour of juſtice to. 
ward the hardened offenders, toward the converts 

to Chriſtianity, he exerciſed the moſt unmerited : 


' goodneſs, ſo long only as they continued proper 
ſubjects of his goodneſs; otherwiſe they Sib _ 
ſhould be cut off. A plain proof this that the 


election of God reſpects characters not perſons. 
« The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and 
te his countenance beholds the upright ; bur he 
ce js angry with the wicked every day.“ 
The righteouſneſs of God, or his EY "and 
faithfulneſs to his promiſes, + is another attribute 
conſpicuous in theſe” diſpenſations : the moſt 
ſublime and ſpiritual part of the promiſe being 
fulfilled upon the Gentiles, who had attained the 
promiſe made to Abraham, namely, juſtification 


by faith. And further to eſtabliſh the fairhful- 


neſs of God, the Apoſtle obſerves, that however 
| een ; 


e ref; 49 4 
general the defection of the ä 

it was as not more general than in the days of Elijah, 
when the Prophet fancied” himſelf the only wor- 
ſmipper of the true God: and even then God had 

; reſerved to himſelf Gen: thouſand, who had not 

| bowed the knee to Baal. S0 nowé, ſays St. = 

Paul, God has. not whally caſt off his people 
„ whom he foreknew, namely, in the loins of 
«© Abraham: for there the Apoſtle conſiders the 

2 a Jewiſh: nation, when Abraham received the pro- 

b miſes. The blindneſs, though it might appear ; 
total, was only in part: there remained at that 
preſent a remnant; according to the election of f 
grace, the covenant of grace entered into with 
3 Abraham, and confirmed in Chriſt Jeſus: they 

vere ſaved not by the deeds of the law, but by 5 
the faith of Chriſt. Now this ſmall remnant 
which the Prophet had foretold, appears to be U | 

dee ſame our Saviour ſtyles his little flock: for 
N he mentions other ſheep which were not of this A 9 
fold, meaning the Gentiles, who were not yet 
called. Theſe are alſo meant by the ele& whom F | 
Chriſt had choſen out of the world, who could not = 
be deceived when falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets 5 3 
aroſe before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. The 


| ſame deſcribed in the Revelations, whom the 

| angel is bid to ſeal before. the deſtroying angel 
hurt the earth and the ſea. © That i is, as POT „ 
before the deſtruction ol F N ff 5 
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This was FIR ads that rr 


| | preſent time when St. Paul ev for the 1 


number were all Jews, twelve thouſand of a tribe: 


and upon this ſealing, or ſetting apart, their day 


olf grace ſeems to cloſe, according to our Lord's 
own prediction, when having foretold the dread- 


ful overthrow of that numerous and obſtinate 
people, he pronounces, But now the things of 
< their peace are hid from their eyes :** viz. the 
nom when all theſe things ſhould be accompliſhed; 
and they ſhould thenceforward ſee no more the 
face of Chriſt, or the ſhine of his Goſpel, till 


% their miraculous converſion, and calling from all 


4 


\ 


1 


: Pants of the globe ; when they ſhall ſay, cc Bleſſed 


<- is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.“ 
To: this day the Apoſtle looks, and holds up the 
faichfulneſs of the God of Abraham, whoſe gifts 
and callings are without repentance : for i in due 


time all Iſrael ſhall be gathered; the covenant of 


peculiarity ſtill belongs to them; for as touching 


| the election (or the divine choice of them in 


Abraham) they are till e for TOW! Fa- 


ther 8 ſake. 


Thus the covenant of God to this 5 ſtands 
fure as the moon; it is as the ordinances of 
heaven, and nothing ſhall diſannul or make void 
the purpoſe of God, who will certainly do them 


good in the latter days; ; and. make them the 0 


wad, and not the tail, among the nations. 
V | Here 


Hers "oY 7501 en but with refp peck ; 
; to many Schetations of individuals, Mie 1 1 
 arecertainly conditional : elſe, why have they « con 1 
tinued fugitives, a hiffing, and A bye: word over” 
4 the whole habitable world "i OP 
But let none take the work out of the ket 
of the Supreme Judge, and condemn the ſoul of 
| every Jew to eternal torments, who may be born, 1 
and die, during this long it val of the divine 
diſpleaſure; for we are commanded not to judge 
any thing before the time: until the Lord come, 
who will bring to light the hidden things. We 
: are not to judge our brother, or ſet at nought 9 
our brother. We who live in the light of the” 5 ; 
| Goſpel, muſt be judged by the Goſpel ; and its 
precepts were given for every man to judge and 
try himſelf by; not to enable bim to o fir! in 1 judge, . 
„ ment on others. e en ene 
Ic was © truth before St. Peter perceived | it, Fe 
| and will undoubtedly remain ſo, « that in every : 
2 nation he that feareth God, and worketh righ- 1 
3 reouſneſs,” according to the proportion of light „5 
received, © will be accepted of him.“ PD 
And if we are not to condemn Wü NN | 
among ſtrangers, much leſs ſhould we reſtrain 
the grace of God, and circumſcribe Chriſtians 
within a very ſmall limited number; ſince the 
concurrent voice of Scripture is againſt ſuch © 
doctrine. The Prophet commands to lengthen ow 
the cords and ſtrengthen the ſtakes, that the _ 
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: Church PR Fg mand on al ſides. i is 
ſoretold of, converts to Chriſtiani 
0 ſhould Ny by af, N 
5 dows; 3 or as flights of pigeans, which in forme. - 
countries fly in ſuch vaſt multitudes as to inter- 
cept the light, and becloud the air through which 
they paſs, Surely this muſt, be WM. emblem of 


that they 
clouds, and as doves to their win. 


untold multitudes. 


Our e 


to thee call of the Gentiles) - 
truly is great: not like ern 
upon the houſe· top, © wherewith, the mower 


« filleth not his hands, nor he that bindet 
| cc ſheaves his boſom.” 9 In the Parable of the 
| ſupper, after the ſervants, were ſent into the high». + 
ways and hedges, preſently the houſe, was filled 
pith gueſts, Our Lord aſſures, us, that ſo early 
as from the time of John the Baptiſt's preaching, 
© the kingdom of heaven ſuffered violence, and 


« the violent took it by force: and they were 


coming from the eaſt and the weſt, from the 


north and the ſouth, to fit down, in the kingdom, | 
of the Meſſiah. And when St, John ſaw. thoſe, 
before the throne of God who came out of every, 


kindred, and tongue, and people, they were a 


vaſt company, whom no, man could number, 


vaſtly ſuperior in multitudes to the hundred Wy: : 


four Holand be had * rn numbered. 
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eighth chapter to the Romans. © All things 


_ work together for good to them that love God, 
& hi are called according to his purpoſe,” All 


E771 
7 


wks were called by a preached Goſpel into the 


fellowſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, were called according 


to the divine purpoſe ; which did not reſpe& the 
| particular individuals, ſo much as the grace irfelf, 
Which was Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified. 

This falvation which is in theſe ads days 


made manifeſt through the hearing of faith, or 4 


by the means of a preached Goſpel ; ; this is the 
| purpoſe which God purpoſed in himſelf 'before 
the world began: therefore all who receive the 
Goſpel are called according to God's purpoſe. 


The Apoſtle goes on to ſhèw the duties and 


privileges of Chriſtians at large; or to point out 
the ſtatute laws and immunities of this new King- 


dom of grace. — Whom he did foreknow, 


namely, the Gentile, or Chriſtian Church, in- 


Eluded in the Abrahamic covenant, and foretold 
by the Prophets, he predeſtinated that they 


ſhould be conformable to the moral image of 


his Son: elfewhete expreſſed, by our being pre- 


—— to good that Chriſt: might 
G 2 ; 1 be 


SZ 
ts lis 1 Firſt Porn, not among a few, but 
e. among many brethren; for as many as are 
« led by the Spirit of God are the ſons of God:“ 
and it was foretold of our Lord, that he would 
call them brethren, —© Moreover, whom God did 
„ predeſtinate, namely, the Gentiles, cc them 
60 he alſo called; * by the pre hing of the Goſ- 
pel, which was foretold; | Rl cs beautiful are ; 
ee the feet of them that bring the tidings of _ 
| & peace,“ &c.—And who are called to the faith 
of Chriſt are alſo juſtified by his. blood; and 
who are juſtified by the blood of Chriſt, ſhall 
finally be glorified together with him. 

Now theſe great pi glorious things being 
foretold of this city of God in divers. parts of 
the Old Teſtament, when the Prophets ſaw the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould 
follow, the apoſtle very fitly terms them things 

which God predeſtinated or foreordained, as the 
laws and immunities of the Chriſtian Church. 
He was not prying into the ſecret decree of God 
only in a few words relating the abundant privi- 
leges, and glorious hopes to which Chriſtians 
were begotten by the goſpel. But all this had 
nothing to do with reſtraining the mercy of God, 
and the grace of Jeſus to a Pl number, or to 
any particular perſons ; for the Apoſtle immedi- 
ately adds, © God freely gave up his Son for us 
ce all.” Now if 4s all can mean only a ſelected 
few, to the utter excluſion of the far greater part, 


= Þ „ 10 
1 ie is | impoſſible to affix any, determinate meaning. ; | 
to language : and we may as well believe only a 
very few are meant when it is ſaid, „ we muſt 
<« all ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt,” 
Either this abundant grace muſt belong to Chriſ⸗ 
tians in general, and God, “ Who is no reſpecter 
ce of perſons,” excludes none who do not wilfully- 
caged themſelves ; or, they were the privileges 
only o the individuals to ORE: "96 AP 

addrefled. 5 
. Peter, in the . of his epiſile, fo 2 
forth the peculiar privileges of the Chriſtian : 
Church in language ſimilar to this of St. Paul; 5 
and it appears to be ſet in contraſt to the advan- 
tages of the ancient. Church, moſt of whoſe 
promiſes were temporal; whereas the privileges 
to which Chriſtians were elected or choſen, were 
the ſanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit; 
the ſprinkling of, or juſtification by, the blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, unto the obedience of the Goſ- 
pel, and to an inheritance in heaven, vaſtly ſur- 
paſſing their land of Canaan; an inheritance 
| which could not be defiled, or corrupted, as the 
land of Canaan had often been by their ſins; 
which was not of a periſhing nature, and from 
which they ſhould never fade or die away. And 
as St. Paul worked vp his ſubje& to an extaſy, 


ſo St. Peter « to a Joy ee and full of 
ac glory.” - EG 7 1 5 | " 


45 


* 
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. hs = % * 


"+. 


A td e it ſeems to ; be a zul judge: © 1 


| ment of God on ſuch as have abuſed.light once 


received, or have abandoned a faith once pro- : 4 


feſſed: thus the Gentiles were given over to a2 
reprobate mind, becauſe they did nor like to re- 


wein God in their knowledge. And the Apoſtle 


declares, if Chriſtians had hot Jeſus Chriſt in 
. _ - thetn, or among them (as abiding in him by 
milch and love) they were reprobates. But why 


this reproachful term? Becauſe they had received 5 


Crit Jeſus as their Lord; had profeſſed faith in 
dim: for none could be reprobates concetning 1 
the faith who had not profeſſed ir: 
| The Jews were reprobate ſilver, becauſe they 
were apoſtates; having forſaken the living God, 
Who had revealed himſelf as their God, and 
bowed down to dumb idols. Reprobation, there- 
fore, appears to be the taking away the talent 
from him who had been allowed a ſufficient time 
to improve it; but inſtead of fuch improvement 
had hid it under floth and luxury: and, as an 
Excuſe for all, pretends it would be unavailable 
to ſerve the Almighty, (he being a hard taſk- 
maſter) and no profit to pray unto him. * Becauſe | 
* they made their hearts groſs, and ſhut their eyes 
e that they would not ſee, therefore God ſent them 
« a ſpirit of ſlumber; eyes that they ſhould not ſee, 
Kc. So he gave them up to their own hearts 
ie luſts, and they were filled with theirown devices.” 
This appears the ſcripture account of reproba- 
6 tion: 


tion: when, he wy 4 ni „ 
OE obſtinate and perverſe ſinners after a, ſuffieient 
_ . time of trial. And who beſide the Searcher of 
| hearts can tell What is the due proportion far r 
every man? But this once over, as he devoted 
the fingers of the old world, ſo may he pronaunce,. 
« my Spirit ſhall no longer ſtrive with them.“ 
| But reprobating, devoting to final and eternal 
| deſtruction the far greateſt part of mankind, ages 
before they are born, and all this by a decree @ 
ſecret, that none could be ſure it was not his own. 
caſe, if this was a ſcripture dodtrine, it were enough. 
f to conſign all the human race over te abſalute 
„ deſpair: and, ſo far as h would in a gros 
. meaſure have ſuch effect, but that our gracicus | 
-©reator has implanted in every man, as: predamis. 
: nant principles, hope and ſelf-love ; by means of * ä 
which, thoſe who are raſh enough ta believe this 
unſcriptural doctrine, always draw: the white balls 


1 for themſelves, and leave the multitude of black 
ones to, the ſhare 4 their wenn, T 
8 E 0 T 4; Q. N. vl. 


8 to 5 able ſtate of 1 ou | 
Lord's anſwer to. Peter might fuit us all, 
| « Whas is chat to dat Fallow: thou me. Tee 
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bid to cenfure or judge. And if the blood of 
_ Chriſt looked backward to fave the pious who 
had lived in the ſeveral ages before it was ſhed, 
may it not look round, and ſave the humble 


we may e our + hes 1 we are . 


penitent, even where the e of it : has not 


reached? 


If the Spirit of Chriſt RES AP in the 8 7 
Noah, when the long-ſuffering of God waited 
for the reformation of the old world, may not 


this ſame Spirit alarm the fears, awaken the con- 
ſcience, and renew the heart of an Heathen * 


With man this may ſeem * Ns ang 


God all things are poſſible. 


Thus with reſpect to individuals. Ast to nations. 


Hing in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, whereas 
many . oppoſe this to our Lord's commiſſion, 

Go into all the world, and preach the Goſpel. 
© to every creature; it ſhould be remembered 
that this ene 21IR and the preſence of Chriſt 
accompanying, was fulfilled, as the Goſpel was 
| founded throughout the then known quarters 8 


the globe, among people of all nations, kindred, 
and tongues. That it was brought ſo early to this 


little, and, at that time, thinly-peopled iſland, is an 
argument in the Apoſtles favour, that no country 


was deſignedly overlooked where there were any 


inhabitants: and as no account of this little ſpot 


is left on record in the apoſtolic writings, a thou- 
and other places 0 have been enlightened 
b with 


% 


. avid reys of 8 105 geeint au 
in that eoneiſe hiſtory. Therefore if Africa and 
Aſia are almoſt wholly overrun with error, and 


| great part of Europe has given its power to the 


beaſts fo that the light which is in them is dark 

neſs, it is not becauſe the Goſpel was never known 
and embraeed among them, but becauſe they * 
mingled 'with the Heathen, and learned their 
works: for which cauſe the candleftick was re- 
moved out ef its places and that light which 
_ they abuſed and profaned ſhut from their eyes. 
) Howeverp chat Chriſt died for all the 1 — 
not yet fully dem 


| jonſtrated as it ſhall be. * This, 
faith an Apoſtle, ** ſhall be teſtifled in due time: - 
when the gathering together the now ſcattered 
rribes of Hrael will be the meabs ef Bringing in 
ce fulneſs of che Gebtiles, deſcribed by the 
Prophet as ten Gentiles to one Jew; — 
ftanding the Jews are multiplied as the ſtars: 
ten men out of every eity mall take Hold f 
_ *<cthe"ſkirts of one Jews fahing, 1 win ge with 
5 peur deſcribed by tlie Apoſtle as a reſurrectiom 
of the churek : what ſhall the gatherin; eur 
N them be, but life from the dead? 
When our Lord firſt appeared it was not im- 


8 to ſet up his univerſal dominion: riot «| 


to ſend peace on earth (which would naturally 
follow from the uniform practice of his 3 
bot a ſword. His witnefſes muſt propheſy für 

A certain . under 20 A and families 


4 | P and 


. 


"RP 
"41 


V 


| 7% 50 _ 1 
arid nations. "MM in .contenting . ed | 

Not ſo when he returns to gather all nations to 
| himſelf, ſrom the riſing to the ſetting ſun; a 


uniting in one fold both Jew, and Gentile, will 
remove the enmity of all. Then he will appear 


in his glorious character, as King of Peace, and 


reign over a holy and happy people, numerous 


1 


| 


| 


as peace, temperance, and the divine bleſſing are 
lieh to make them; as extenſive as the ſurface 
of the whole earth; 39 and to a duration repreſented 
by St. John as a thouſand; years. Bu t: as all St. 
John's numbers are myſtic, we are authorized to 
underſtand this in: the fame light: and as his ten 
days tribulation proved ten years perſecution, | 
why may we not expect this glorious period, to 
which every thing has pointed, to extend in the 
ſame manner; a literal year for every myſtic days 
a; thouſand. times 365 years ? Or at leaſt a thou- 
and ages inſtead of a thouſand years? O glorious 
and much to be deſired period throughout the 


whole of which. Jeſus Chriſt will reign without 
a rival; for Satan ſhall de bound all theſe years. 


Then there will be no ſhutting the kingdom ef 
Heaven by one party againſt another: no devil 


and his angels fighting againſt Chriſt and his 


angels: no little flock perſecuted by the world.: 
but the Lord ſhall be one, and his name one 
over all the earth. For the commencement f 
this deſirable period the Church confrantly. prays, 

0 Even ſo come Lord Jeſus—. | 
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OME men enteltein the moſt romantic ed 
of Adam's perfection in paradiſe, ſuppoſing 

him a creature of quite different abilities thes.. 
man as we find him at preſent. The world he 
inhabited is likewife* ſuppoſed; a | PLIES vaſtly tu 
aloe to chat I nou behold it. And all this is 


rc nounciig,” on concluding ne. 


fix 647 Wölk, mw was very good.” But we. 
can no more — 7 e That n man n had che 


* its kind. Soch the c wits c . 
the new made word; and fuch, I Pon me 


1 


d find it „ $0 . 123 15 240 


ny, at bis firſt creation Wa. 
a ſobl with limited capacities, and a body with 


animal propenſities; and, as far as we can judge 


* 4 >. 9 % Ef * 4 4 # = * > * 3 3 15 > * 0 * - ; 
5 \ BN xs 308" . 4 (how b 
: * 
2 
; 15 0 1 E c 25 1 Oo N 9 | 11. 5 ba F 0 5 % - 558 * F J 
” 7 


5 


* * 


by the” hiſtory, he fell by the firſt temptation. 


Whefein then conſiſted this ſuperior: ſtrength? 
Could b alt dur weakneſs do much worſe 


than yield * the Art ITY 7105 29 25 1 9 


4 find none f the Old Teſtäment fats oY 


feeling the ſin of Adam, or actuſing him with 
de bafag their powers. As to David, in the 
kn eng! ol bemüiey, confeffing himſelf amen 
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bis abaſemens before God, vn Weds I who an 


4 his frame, has 


| 5 of Ginful Tiarencs, F u dene u not carry 
his ſin ſo far back as Adam, mn I ſee no more au- 


| thority we have to eſtabliſh à doctrine on David's 
humble confeſſion, than we en ſuppoſe Abra- 


was not a living man, when in 1 


1 £ "ee 
* 


14536 e 


wen ay and aſhes,” 8 155 
Our Lord, during the courſe, of Sin, public 


| winiſtey, never propoſed. the Br of Adam as an 


excuſe to the vicious of that ti ume; but boldly 
told liars and hypocrites they had adopted, another 
facher: « Ye are of Jenin ab. ee 
4 © his works ye. do. . 

1 men needleſtiy Nas themſclyes 

bout what man. would have been had he never 
0 the infinitely wile, Creator, who: knew 
1 has only revealed what he may be as 
an kumble penitent believer ! in Jeſus Chrit for 
humility i is the chief perfect tion of, man; and to 
this his ſin urges and obliges him land to this 
dhe mercy of 0d in N Ar invites gad | 
conſtrains bim, oy 5 5010 Jef 

With regard to the, 8 eee the 
earth, it r 1 be thought the Antediluvians felt 


842 4 1411 


but late of it, 28 Pride, lonury, and idleneſs, 
ſeem to be the compl xion of their manners. 
They lived in a thoughtleſs gaiety till the flood 
came, Has owever, many have the flood 


i ws * 


might be the means of meliorating the earth; 


ang che deln e being ok to 
0 8 : a 0 W at 


What it ought to be nj 
who are Se _ 3 I 


SS; *h IG 3 were kept MG 90 has placed 5 s 


5 - ir5-under our fert, inſtead of being in our Me \ WW 
1 feel very few of its thorns and briars. - 


F 


c hat che beaſts: groun by reaſon of the ſin of . 
man, this ſhould ſeem Is. . which | | - 


employment, lhe 1 der Fong, as a | 28 
1 pleaſed about it. But as Scripture is pleaded 1 
r 1 ſhall. endeavour to prove, that the pa-. 


e ſage. brought for its ſupport, Rom. viii. 12. has F 
7 the leaſt reference to the ſubject. i 
| 1 de Apoſtle having mentioned the ſufferings 1 5 


my 


4 to which the early Chriſtians were peculiarly ex- { A 
poſed, (which were bodily ſufferings, for as Our „ 


Bit obſerved, their enemies: could. do no "| 9 


it thoſe 8 
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ation; for the ſoul is the offspring of God 


„ ”t 54 1 . 
the Apoſtle to rellekt on tlie Pg 8 
ject to mortality, joined with a fixed biene 8 


defire for life: and as he had in the foi mer part 


of the chapter diſtingviſhed the body of man 


from his ſoul by che terms fleſh anck animal, ſo 
in this part he calls it by its true name, the ere- 


5 


breathed by the Spirit, the inſpiration of the 


0 Almighty; the body only was created from the 
duſt of the earth. Now, fays St. Paul, the 
creature has an innate deſire, an © earneſt expecta- 


« tion,” a waiting till they are manifeſted the 


1 ſons of God; or till they become like the angels, 


according to our 7 8 deſfenption or big re- ; 
ſurrection- bodies. nada ene 
For the creature was made ſubject to emitcy 
Ade, to death, which is the higheſt inſtance, 


and fulleſt proof of human vanity; “ not wil 


* lingly,” for death is the moſt abhorrent to na- 


ture, and what the will of man is the moſt re- 
luctant to: but the great Arbitrator of life and 
death /ubjefed him to it, or laid it upon him as 
the juſt puniſhment of fin; and as a ftanding 
proof of his holy indignation againſt it. Tot 


the merciful Creator ſubjected his' creature in 


bope e he infuſed hope i into the human Boſom, by 


giving the promiſe off redemption at the very 5 
inſtant he inflicted the puniſhment. ' Therefore 
4c * Te” creature "irſelf ſhall be delivered from the 

-orrup o. or from the 1 
| "FP. 


Fd ; 


t 55 gs 23 

| ſtited. the-pit: of corruption by Henchisbg GG. * 
Leit glorious Ae of the children of God. 
8 For We know,“ : ſpeaks of it as a common 
maxim, a generally wanne opinion, that the 
705 whole SRatIONs . the, univerſal bulk and maſs 
"of mankind, .** Fo groaneth. and travaileth in pain 
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together until now, like a woman in travail, 


groaning and in pain for deliverance. And this 
painful expectation had continued throughout al 


generations, they groaned as by common Genſant = 
from the firſt promiſe until that time. d And 


< not. only they, not only men as weak from 
1 principle implanted in nature, eagerly expected 
life, „ but we ourſelves; alſo; we Chriſtians, 


who, have: 2 clear foundation for this hope; w "HY 


who have received the adoption of our ſouls; 
Iſt who have already the-<* firſt fruits af5 the Spi- 
« rit,” the earneſt and beginning of eternal 
Þ- os pg ce even We [groan within gurſclves,” 


and have the ſame waiting and longing which | 


nature has implanted in all: we wait far this re- 
demption of the body from the grave, when it 
will be adOp ted into 5 world. O1 
family. of - God. 1 Proto F641 


Ib 454 3 MH» $5 in 
This a be e coulifter, TY the. 
whole thread, of the diſcourſe, which was to, eſta · 


bliſn the minds of. Chriſtians in the view of 
preſent ſu fferings on the account of religion (for 


be applies to them the prophecy of being © killed 
all the Gy Tongs and eee as _ 
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n of the body. And ho-πw 


- this bester than by proving the defire of life, uid © 


| hope or expe 
ed in nature, and implanted Shore braid 


naturo: chat "this s expeRation and deſire'wes'uni- 5 
D eee in all ages of the ond, rom 
Chriſtianity, inftead of eradicating this uni vei 
Prineiple, enoouraged it; as its beſt things were | 
In reverſion, its +; ga was e ee 10 PD r 
1 poſſeſſioſt ed cini 
And as the Holy pin ang in prayer, 4d 
reckit to proper. ubjects, ſtill inclines us to 
d ſame erer evils; or thelevehernent 
oſtle draws up his argument to a 


2 of immortality were implant- | For 


eternal glory as the ee of the! faithful: fol- 
lowers of che Lamb: if they bore che image of 
Chriſt in his moral character and ſufferings now, 
they ſhould be glerifſed with him hereafter. 
Hence follows that ſublime exclamation, KG, Yea, 
« rather, who is riſen again ;” as the reſurrection, 
not the death of Chriſt, was ſuitable to kis pre- 
ſent ſubject, and as without the latter, the 4 mer 
could yield but little conſolation. 409. "Bb = nds 


* 


and gelightful. 


If this account of the ſubject is con 
truth, there is not a ſyllable concerning the brute 
creation throughout this very ſublime an 
ſtructing chapter; therefore whatever judgment 
we form concerning them, let us beware of eſta- 
bliſhing the ſentiment on St. Paul. Abo 
pi us not ſpend that breath in idle lamentation 
work Pans to. be ſpent in the higheſt expreſſions 
of. gratitude and joy to that benevolent; Creator 
who: daily. loadeth us with his benefits; hg. 
formed the earth with t the moſt perfect ſymmetry 
and proportion; and whatſoever cometh out of. 
it not only rene and uſeful; hut. elegant 

The carth is full of his gogd: 

"Ms ſo is = great and wide ſea. O that 
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TERNAL - Ft ns 
F mankind, is another ET 12 enquiry. 


Knowledge in ſcripture frequently ſignifies choice, 
br approbation: as where eternal life is eonnected 
with the knowledge of God and 


Jeſus Chriſt, 
it muſt intend our choice of them as our God, 


and our Saviour: and wllere God tells Iſrael, 5 
1 Tou only have I ktiown of all the families of 


zer che earth,“ it figniftes God's appropriating to 


mimi, dd ſeparating them to be his Church. 
For as to ſpeculative knowledge, the Omniſcient 
Jelivah? 2muſt have an equal perception of, and 
 Aequaintance' with all the farnities of the earth: 
and thus foreknowledge, ſo frequently mentioned 
in the New Teſtament, may refer to promiſes 


which God had made to any people, and not to 


his foreſeeing the characters of men. 


That God neither ſaw nor foreſaw any thing 
in the children of Iſrael which might render 


them ſo much the objects of his eſteem, is a 


doctrine which Moſes ſtrongly inculcates. Not 


« their number, for they were fewer than any 


<« people: not their docility, for they were ob- 


56 ſtinate and ſtiff- necked: but becauſe God 
. loved their fathers, and choſe their ſeed after 


cc them,” 


8 ST] 


e em“ - This i is. wha eren 
knowing Wen 16-7206. 7 0% ad 


, 


to him for righteouſneſs, "becabſe he bad dog 
e this thing, and had not wichheld his fon; s 
ce only ſon, therefore in his ſeed all the nation 
« of the earth ſhould be bleſſed.” Thus 'the 
Ry Guat Abraham foreknew all the nations of the 

earth, as ineluding them all in the bling.” 
pops 1 the Goſpel ſalvation began to be 
publiſhed to all, the Apoſtles aſſure them — 


And as When — faith was counted 


were called according to God's foreknowledge; | 


or according to his previous choice of them, as 
well as the Jews, to be partakers of the common 
falvation. For if God ſaw nothing in the Jew! 


worthy his approbation, certainly it was not io 


be found among other converts who were Gen- 
tiles by nature, wo lived according to the 
cCourſe of chis world in all manner of luſts, and 
were therefore children of wratk even as other 
8 * Thus the forcknowledge of God, 
it has no reſpect to the predeſtination of par- 
er, individuals, fo it is a diſtinct thing from 
his eternal foreſight of the characters of men; 
a doctrine no where plainly taught in Seripture, 
nor (as I can diſcover) ſo much às implied. AI- 
though God ſeeth the end from the bebinbing. 
and calleth things which be hach appointed as 
things already done; and knowing all his wotks 
from - "wo foundation of the world, he infallibly 
„ 12 | knew 


* 
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"ON man W 
e he knoweth our frame, he remembereth we 
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| 55 Ys 
are duſt: yet the x} OL 


hts, words, and actions 


of men are no where denominated the works of 
orks; and : 
the Scriptures inform vs, that God looks down 
«-from heaven to take coghinance. of theſe, in 


Ph, but uniforialy. M1 led mn a 


1 order to judge men according to their deeds 

&« done in the body, whether they are er 
« evil; 3 that he gbſerves gur down ſitting and 
2 up- -rifio g: the darkneſs cannot hide from his 

& penetrating fight, before whom all things appear 
« naked and opened: his eyes run to and fro thro? 
4 the earth to diſcern the evil and the good. He 


is repreſented. as © waiting to ſee, as hearke 


ce to hear if any ſpeak aright:“ as as. . ſearching 


* the. heart i in, order to, know, its thoughts, cogi- 
| « tations, a 


nd deßres: the Lord is a God of 
« Knowledge, by him. actions are weighed : 


Now granting many of the above expreſſions are 
| figurative, yet the figure muſt have an analogy to 


what it means to repreſent, and ſurely they con- 
vey no idea of the Divine Being as taking a ſur- 


vey of. all our thoughts, words, and actions, ages 


before we were born, or even before the very _ 


duſt of which we are compoſed was formed: but 


of his making the moſt exact and critical ſurvey 


of all that paſſes within and without us, while he 
lends us n to Sink. ang act: © the eyes af 
atad od: la oct be ors once PORE 


_— 
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8 * Lord are upon the ways of e a 2 


* pondereth all his goings.” * 
With the moſt profound neßetence Aa 1 
| A mention the Incompreheniible; and could T 
find the Divine Preſcience (in this extenſive lati- 
tude) eſtabliſhed by revelation,” would: lay my 
hand, on my mouth —endeavour to bring my 
mind to the ſubject, and not attempt to bring 
the ſubject to my ſhallow, dat 

-Scripture does not prove, neither will reaſon ſup- 
port it. For, firſl, although God is in his nature 
infinite and boundleſs, yet he does nothing in 
vain, nothing ſo ſuperfluous as minutely ſurvey- 
ing the deſigns and actions of a world of beings, 
previous to their creation; when thoſe very beings, 
at their exiſtence, will be under his immediate 
government, vader. his conſtant, unavoidable i in- 
ſpection, who fills all ſpace; who is in us, and 


about us; whoſe ſerutiny nothing can . x 
whoſe all comprehenſive ſight ſurveys a univerſe. 


at a glance, and governs. it with uninterrupted 
facility: what uſe then to foreſee what he cannot 
but ſee in its proper time and place? 

Further. Such a foreſight of human W 
appears inconſiſtent with the nature of things, 
and the moral government of God; as nothing 
cannot be the object of viſion, ſo non- entity, 
nullity, or nothing, is never deſcribed as objects 


of the divine viſion. God can undoubtedly. ſee * 


through future ages, and call things which are 
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that are the matter of his counſel ; they already 
exiſt in the all-comprehenfive mind of the Deity; 


| Kid in ho other Tenſe could 1 poffibly exiſt 6000 
| Fears before I was born, except in the deſign of 


the Creator, who appointed this world to con- 


tinue a certain period, to repeople it with a ſue- 
delhon of inhabitants. Conſequently a proportion 
of male and female, and perhaps the exact num 


ber of inhabitants, were appointed; all this being 
rhe purpoſe of the Almighty, (in a qualified 
ſenſe) I might be ſaid to exiſt really in the deſign 
of heaven : but my thoughts, words, and actions, 
which' depended upon, and are the effects of my 


nl; not of my ideal exiſtence; theſe were not, 


wetefore it would be a great impropriety to call 
them objects of divine viſion, as having no poſ- 
Hble. exiſtence. - But ſuppoſe the infinite, incom- 


prehenſible Jehovah did take account of each and 


every man's character at the ſame inftant he de- 
Ggned a world, muſt not ſuch a foreſight deſtroy 
all the purpoſes of moral government? for if my 


being exiſted only in the purpoſe of God, if at 


dhe {ame time he called up the whole of my con- | 
duct, it is evident that muſt exiſt in the ſame 


manner; and if God from eternity deſigned all 


I would ever think, ſpeak, or do, there muſt be 


an end to moral government, I ſhould be nd 


more accountable for thoughts, words, and ations, 
than 
6. ” | 


in both. * 
1 1 ae the Deing FORE ite - KL. 

tary, able to do every thing, yet not 'compelled 

to do any thing: equally free to refrain from 
thinking or acting, as able to think and 1 
never n.. one attribute to the lefler 
another; or ever doing any thing out of _— 
as 60 time or place: wiſe in counſel, excellent 
in working. Thus believing the power of the | 
Almighty, I conceive it eaſy for him at this very 4 
inſtant to cruſh. this material globe, and burn up 
all its works; and yet, without limiting Omni- 
potence, I fay, God cannot deftroy this yorld at {3 
this very inſtant, becauſe his veracity, his wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, would alt be degraded by-ſuck 4 43 
premature exertion of power. 80 likewiſe white 
I may believe it poſſible for God to have known 
the thoughts, words, and actions of every man; 
before one man was created: —poſible, I fay; i, [ 


(for who can by. ſearching find out God ?) yes, 
without limiting any of the divine attributes, I 
may believe the infinitely wiſe Jehovah did not 
exerciſe ſuch a foreſight, as ſuch an exertion ap- 
pears inconſiſtent with infinite wiſdom, becauſe 
contrary to order; as laying a reſtraint upon in- 

finite goodneſs. and mercy, which are free and 5 
unconfined, and contradicting all the rules o 
moral government: therefore as the ſacred Scrip- 1 
A where inform me of ſuch. an exertion: of 1 72 
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It 


the * 1 I am authorized to believe 


5 60 3 


the Almighty ſuſpended the ſight of theſe. things, | 


till their proper time. and place; the time when 
bis creatures were brought into being, and on 


their ſtate of trial; the place dun . HONG 


172 theatre on which they act. 


| Again, I conſider the great. Jehoval, in — * 
chan der of an impartial Judge. Now it is 


i eſſential to ſuch a character to be on the merciful | 


fide, and. always to ſuppoſe a perſon. innocent 
during the time of trial, and thus the Scriptures 


1 repreſent God as © good to all, and his tender 


46 \mercies over all his works; waiting to be gra- 


SO cious,” and never deciding characters, or pro- 
| nouncing judgment, till our ſtate of trial cloſeth. 


T hey who by continuance in well-doing endure 
to the end, they ſhall be ſaved: and only the i im- 
penitent and unbelieving, Who continue ſuch to 


FT the cloſe of life, ſhall die in their ſins: but if 


the Judge of all the earth had taken a previous 
account of all we think, ſpeak, and do, he muſt. 


needs decide on characters before we enter on our 


trial: thus ſhould we aſcribe that to God, as a 
perſection, which is weak and wicked in man 


prejudging. 


To anſwer an e or two. Fir, 0 This 3 
* ſuppoſes God uncertain as to future events, if 
10 © he knows not from all eternity who will be 


© ſaved and who loſt. L anſwer, it is an uncer- 
unf f the all- -gracious God glories i in. He would 
„„ have 


tal 


: have all nne TBere in 106m end R 
and to ſpare in the heavenly manſions, and Gd 
_ who. prepared everlaſting fire, not for men, wet. 
the devil and his angels, rejoiceth when penitent 
—  Gnners eſcape that place of torment. A ſeeond 
Objection is, That. this dofrine ſuppoſes God 
© liable to diſappointments.” I anſwer, No! 
God knows we form but rwo-ckiſfes, —finners'and 
Falnts, and his word and his laws abide fore 
under Whatever elaſs we rank owurfelves. Men 
may diſappoint and deceive themfelves, but God, 
who will not be mocked, neither can be difaps 
pointed, when he fees individuals vain in rheir : 
imaginations, any more than if he had forefern 
they would be ſo. A third objedtion, That God 
© mnſt continually inereaſe in knowledge, if he 
_ © didnortforeſeethecharatters of each individual. 
Solomon's obſervation may anſwer this: . there 
is no new thing under che fun:“ and common 
obſervation confirms this, that human nature is 
ze fare in all ages: therefore God who "ſaw. 
human nature in Adam, only ſees it over and 
over again, throughout the ſeveral ages and gene. ; 
rations of men. So that the ſuppoſition of ah 
acquiſition to infinite knowledge (which would 
be impoſſisle) is not in the leaſt chargeable d 
ede preſent” ſubſect. The boretelling events, N 
which men are the active parties, is 10 proof of 
dis ſoreſeeing what each? and every man Would 
res . for, as chere always are men d 
8 K | various 3 
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1 | the world, the Omniſcient Jehovah, who diſcerass ' | 
| Woͤich infinite circumſpection the hearts of all, can 
6 1 ealily find inſtruments to accompliſh his purpoſes 
F & without entering into the thoughts of ſuch per- 
1 ſons thouſands of years before they were born. 
\ All nature muſt conſpire to fulfil the purpoſes of 
heaven, and the moſt trivial and minute circum. 
| # ſtances attended: to, that the Scriptures might be 
ft ' fulfilled: not only the zeal, the flexibility, the 
| „ affection and candour, but the wrath of man, 


4 Wall work his praiſe, for God. will accompliſh his | 
= - | vaſt deſigns over all the paſſions. and peryerſeneſs | 
= | of men; and ſometimes by the a0; means which ; 
| * men oppoſe to their ſulfilm ent. 
„Known unto God are all his one from the : 
N foundation of the world: therefore it is eaſy, to 


conceive God can foretel what he means to effect 

1 at ſome future period; and that he will infallibly 
| OM and punctually perform ſuch predictions. But 
| how. he could foretel the riſe of error, and the 
reign. of vice, the moſt prepoſterous and im- 

= {| Probable, without a previous ſurvey of the tem- 
| 


. f pers and actions of men, who were to form this 
_ = N body of corruption; this ſeems hardeſt to account 


I bers becauſe error and ſin are not the work of 
1 d | God, Difficule ; as this, may. n. 1 will venture 
| . ſuppoſe the poſſibility. {a 
| | Aft; Popery, that ſmoke W Ry out 5 155 
| „ | bottomleſs pit, Was A! -monlter begotten in the 
| 1 g 26301464 be Fl 555 5 : malen 
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would fall, unleſs Omnipotence had laid: an ab- 
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malice and envy of Satan 40 'the 1 of: . 5 
| ſubtle and ſullen ſpirit,” the all penetrating eye f 
God ſaw and traced out all its dark lineaments, . 


And thus in the firſt creation, God, wha per- 


; | folly N knew the malice, pride, 3 and deceit of the ; ; 
arch- Fiend, with his oppoſition to all truth and / 


goodneſs, eſpecially to God the fountain of all = 


truth and goodneſs and ſurveying the powers 
of this maſculine ſpirit, againſt the feebleneſs " 
and inexperience of the being he was about to { ; 


form; under ſuch circumſtances, was it not eafy _ 
to the Divine Mind to know for certainty man # 


| ſolute reſtraint, either on the will of man, or the 
er of Satan, neither of which it ſeems De ” 


its ugly features, with all its ſoul-deſtroying and | 
n qualities. And thus*ſeeirigj  » l 
brought to light the hidden things of dark- F = 
nels a and warned SLAIN de thels e > 
- This was not es The © Gibbs Jchowkth 4: 

| aid his reſtraint on Satan, not ſuffering him to [ = 
bring forth this child of darkneſs till a certain 1 
Period; when ſome ſpecial purpoſes of his Pro= _ 1 
e ſhould be accompliſhed; Thus the Al- 9 9 
mighty could tell the preciſe time theſe errors! Þ 
would be broachied; and as he has determined to [ i 
exert his mighty p power in the final and utter de- 4 1 | 
ſtruction of this monſter, ſo has he fixed the cnt 5 
Ne for its accompliſiment. = 


col it, and light out of this thick darlæneſs, to lay | 
vp ſor man a © treaſure in heaven, where no thief | 
*'can break through and ſt 


t ©. 
7 RY the widdew- of the moral governor of 2 
univerſe to do. Therefore did abounding grace, 
foreſeeing this evil, determine to bring good out | 


27 * 
eal;“ to d 


bal life in Chriß Joſus for men, who, by liſtening 


to Satan's temptations, would forfeit their natural 


life, © Oh! the depth of the riches both of the 


* wiſdom and goodneſs of God: how unſearch- 


& able are his ways, and his thoughts paſt finding 
te out!“ As the ſupreme: Jehovah ſees cauſes in 
their infinite latitude, and connection, and effects, 
with an unerring accuracy, no doubt there are 
various other methods by which he foretels events, 


(without a previous ſurvey of the characters of 


men) yet theſe pointed out, may be proved from 
the word of God. Our Lor 
of Peter from his knowledge of Satan's deſigns 
againſt him; and he foretold his repentance and 
reſtoration, becauſe he had prayed for him, chat 
de his faith might * thou W W 


foretold the fall 


te converted,” &c. 
I conclude, by ſting tho e an on 


one ſingle authority. Our Lord mentions it as 


a manifeſt abſurdity, that God ſhould call him- 


ſelf the God of | beings whoſe exiſtence. had 
| ceaſed; muſt it not appear equally abſurd to ſup- 
poſe him the director and obſerver of what neuer 
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9 v. exiſted? God i is not dis God of non-entiey, #7 
not of the dead, but of the living.“ 
| L have ſpent the more thought on this ſubject, as 
- ſenſible, I am writing againſt a generally received 
opinion: yet conſidering that the eternal foreſight 1 1 
of all men's thoughts, words, and actions, muſt 
be attended with the ſame conſequences as eter -x 
nal predeſtination, for God cannot err in judg- — 
ment, ſo that whatever he foreſaw would be, | 
1 | muſt as infallibly take place as what he decieed; 
8 therefore the moſt candid and learned enquirers- 
could never reconcile the free agency of man 
with this eternal exerciſe of the Divine Preſcience _ 
toward them: and that man is a free agent, in- 
veſted. with powers of choice, capable of liſten- 
ing. to inſtruction and perſuaſion; that he may 
ſeek after God, or atleaſt may as a ſinner accept 
the offered mercy and grace of the Goſpel: this 
is evident from all the motives urged upon hin 
to chooſe life, by all the threatenings denounced 
againſt obſtinate rejecters of grace; and will 
more fully appear at the day of judgment; when 
ſinners will not be tried by a law of works they _ 
were incapable of fulfilling, but by the law of = 
- didery they will be condemned, as deſpiſers of _ 


grace they might have received, or as hiders of 
2 n they _ have eee N, 


- - - 
4 
— 1 


Ip 


* 5 * F » | 
N : | 7 
v 7 ; an” 7 A5 « „ r 4 s i % 5 4 g 2 * ? 7 po Fs | 
+ 8 4 1 * * þ 7 P — 1 gk 2 12 
- . . * * © of 4 - . 4 
# 5 £ * 
. - * ' =, 
: f 3 N 4 b 
MET. x x a 
| : ; | | ; 


=. 
2 4 . 
. * 
a 1 


5 


+" 
A 
WV 
* 


. 


4 
— 


4 


L 
"3; 


DS 


% 


#2 Set” % 


7 
0 
** 
# 
Ay 


k en ob 9 2 
RN 


2 — — 


DDD 


